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It is the habit of fools, be they laymen or members
of the clergy, to think, "this is done by me. May
others be subject to me. In this or that transaction a
prominent part should be played by me." Fools do not
care for the duty to be performed or the aim to be
reached, but think of their self alone. Everything is
but a pedestal cf their vanity.                                       9

Bad deeds, and deeds hurtful to ourselves, are easy
to do; what is beneficial and good, that is very diffi-
cult to do.                                                                      10

If an3'thing is to be done, let a man do it, let him
attack it vigorously!                                                      u

Before long, alas! this body will lie on the earth,
despised, without understanding, like a useless log;
yet our thoughts will endure. They will be thought
again, and will produce action. Good thoughts will
produce good actions, and bad thoughts will produce
bad actions.                                                                   12

Earnestness is the path of immortality, thought-
lessness the path of death. Those who are in earnest
do not die ; those who are thoughtless are as if dead
already.                                                                          13

Those who imagine truth in untruth, and see un-
truth in truth, never arrive at truth, but follow vain
desires. They who know truth in truth, and untruth
in untruth, arrive at truth, and follow true desires. M

As rain breaks through an ill-thatched house, pas-
sion will break through an unreflecting mind. As rain
does not break through a well-thatched house, passion
will not break through a well-reflecting mind.            lf'

Well-makers lead the water wherever they like;
fletchers bend the arrow ; carpenters bend a log of
wood; wises people fashion themselves; wise people
falter not amidst blame a^d^raiseT Having listened